


Minutes of East Tuddenham Parish Council meeting 
Wednesday 5 March 2025, 7.30pm 
East Tuddenham Village Hall

Councillors Present: Kathryn Horton (Chair), Chris Rose, Tom Bland, Alexandra Leavey and Jackie Painting.

Also present:	 (Clerk), Councillor Paul Plummer (Breckland District Council) and 1 member of the public.

Kathryn Horton opened the meeting at 7.30pm

1. To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Lynsay Barrett and David Cator. Proposed by Cllr. Horton and seconded by Cllr. Bland. All in agreement.

2. To receive declarations of interest in agenda items and consider any dispensation requests

None.

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 5th February 2024

The council APPROVED the minutes and the chair signed them as a true and        accurate record of the meeting.

4. To report progress on items, from the last meeting, not on the agenda (information only)

It was noted that Bull Close had been re-surfaced at the junction with the main road.

The Clerk reported that the outstanding issue with HMRC had still not yet been resolved. A further letter had been sent by the previous Clerk, Lorraine Trueman, as she had been unable to get through on the phone.

There was no further update available on the grit bin for Church Lane. It was agreed that the matter would be deferred and considered again at the May meeting.

5. Open forum for public participation: an opportunity to hear from members of the public and the District/County councillors 

Councillor Plummer provided a report on the recent Local Devolution proposals that had been subject of a briefing on 3rd March –
        Norfolk County Council elections have been postponed.
        Mayoral elections will take place in May 2026, with County Council elections in 2027.
       A show County Council will be in place until replaced. A number of decisions need to 
        be made on the new structures.
Cllr. Painting stated that an amalgamation of Councils may mean a rise in Council tax, as Breckland currently has the lowest band D rate and has made wise investments, whereas a number of other Council areas have much higher rates and we would be in effect pooling our finances. The Mayor of Norfolk/Suffolk will also have the power to impose their own tax.
A number of computer systems are not compatible.
Councillor Horton asked what would be the likely impact upon parishes? 
Councillor Plummer stated that the contact for the parish would now be the County Councillor and much would depend upon the individual as they would be much more distant from their local populations.
There has now been an increase in the number of homes required to 900, so expect   a call for sites to follow.
 
6. To receive an update from the clerk on the following
6.1. Website

The Clerk confirmed that he had full access to the site and had updated the front news page and has also updated the Councillors section.

6.2. Payroll

HMRC have charged an end of year tax adjustment on 2023/24 of £56.53. As reported under agenda item 4 above, a further letter has been sent seeking an explanation.

6.3. 23/24 accounts

Accounts have been submitted to the external auditor. The Clerk confirmed that the accounts have now been signed off.

6.4. 24/25 accounts

The accounts are up to date as of the last bank statement of 14th January. The Clerk will complete any transactions since then when more recent statements are received.

7. Planning applications 
7.1. To receive an update on any application decisions made by Breckland District Council since the last meeting 

None received.

7.2. To consider any new planning applications

None received.

8. To note the application for a grant under the Parish Partnership Scheme for a new bus shelter 

No further news – a result is expected soon.

9. To agree the locum Clerk’s hours worked.

A timesheet has been received from the locum clerk detailing 20 ½ hours worked in February. These hours worked were agreed.

10. To approve the Clerk’s salary for March.

The standard monthly basic salary for the Clerk of £360.75 was agreed for March.

11. To discuss installing an additional grit bin at the junction of Church Lane and Rotten Row

As reported under item 4. Above, this item will be deferred until the May meeting.

12. Finance
12.1. To note the bank reconciliation as at 14 January 2025

Noted. 

12.2. To note actual v budget to date and full year forecast

Noted

12.3. To approve the payment list

The council APPROVED the payment list as detailed at the bottom of these minutes

12.4. To agree changes to bank mandate

It was agreed that the following changes would take place –

Remove: John Baldock and James Howells
Add: Councillors Tom Bland and Jackie Painting.

13. To review risk assessment

This item was deferred – the Clerk will report back to the next meeting with a revised risk assessment document.


14. To receive an update on the defibrillator at the Village Hall. 

Councilllor Rose confirmed that the defibrillator was now live, but the lock still remained stiff – he will look at remedying this.

15. To receive an update from Councillor Painting on the briefing provided by Breckland District Council on 3rd March entitled ‘Devolution and Local Government’

This matter was dealt with under agenda item 4 above.


16. To discuss vehicle movement through the village

There was no update on this issue.

17. To receive items for the next agenda

Councillor Horton advised the meeting that she would be unable to attend the April meeting.

Councillor Bland will submit a request for funding for work on the village pump.

A request would be received from the village hall for the playground funds.

Meeting closed 8.16pm
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	Payee
	Description
	Total
	Net
	VAT

	Mark Hembury
	Salary
	103.07
	61.87 
	 -   

	Lorraine Trueman
	Salary
	341.33 
	273.13
	 -   

	HMRC
	Tax
	
	 109.40 
	 -   

	
	
	
	
	

	Total payments to approve
	
	444.40 
	 444.40 
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